NORTHWEST ARCTIC BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
Ambler · Buckland · Deering · Kiana · Kivalina · Kobuk · Kotzebue · Noatak · Noorvik · Selawik · Shungnak
PO Box 51 · Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 · Phone (907) 442-1800

January 18, 2021

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
Public/Parent/Tribal Forum
Monday, January 25, 2021
2:30 PM
Call in number: 1 (833) 682-3239
Phone Conference ID: 852 675 768#
The Northwest Arctic Borough School District would like to
invite all parents, Tribal and community members to a
Public Forum to provide feedback on the District’s federally
funded educational programs and Indian Policies &
Procedures
A link to meeting materials will be posted to your school’s
Facebook page and is available on the District’s website.
A printed copy can be obtained from your local school’s
Principal upon request.
*Forum Agenda attached

Questions or comments can be emailed to grants@nwarctic.org
MISSION: To provide a learning environment that inspires and challenges students and employees to excel.
VISION: To graduate all students with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for a successful future.

NORTHWEST ARCTIC BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
Ambler · Buckland · Deering · Kiana · Kivalina · Kobuk · Kotzebue · Noatak · Noorvik · Selawik · Shungnak
PO Box 51 · Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 · Phone (907) 442-1800

Tribal/Parent Public Forum
Monday, January 25, 2021
2:30 PM

AGENDA
Attendees: Open to the Public, Board of Education, Tribal Leaders, Parents,
District Staff
1. Call to Order
2. Overview of Agenda
3. Purpose of Meeting
4. Overview of Educational Programs
5. Indian Policy and Procedures Draft
6. Public Comments
7. Adjournment

MISSION: To provide a learning environment that inspires and challenges students and employees to excel.
VISION: To graduate all students with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for a successful future.
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Northwest Arctic Borough School District
District Overview of Educational
Programs for Parents
& Tribal Consultation
January 2021
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Purpose:
Each school year, parents and tribal leadership, and other interest
parties are given the opportunity to review and make
recommendations on the school district’s educational programs.
For this purpose, the school shall hold two annual meetings in
January and April.
In January, an overview of the 2020-2021 educational programs
and a review of the Indian Policy and Procedures will be presented
for comment.
In April, a review of district student data, student participation in
educational programs, and a review the 2021-2022 grant funding
and applications will be presented for public comment.
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Current Educational Programs
•

Title I, Part A - Improving Basic
Educational Programs

•

Title IV, Part A – Student Support
and Academic Enrichment

•
•

Title I, Part C - Migrant Education

•
•
•

Title VI, Part A - Indian Education

•

Title II, Part A - Supporting
Effective Instruction
Title III, Part A - English
Language Acquisition, Language
Enhancement, and Academic
Achievement

Title VII - Impact Aid
Johnson-O’Malley Program
(JOM)
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The Elementary and Secondary Education Act or ESEA is a major
federal law related to public education that authorizes an important
group of educational programs administered by the states, known as
Title Programs
These programs:

•

provide supplemental support to schools and districts to raise the academic
achievement of struggling learners

•
•
•
•

emphasizes equal access to education
sets high standards for academic performance
demands a rigorous level of accountability from schools and districts
address the complex challenges that arise among students who live with:

•
•
•
•

disabilities
mobility problems
learning difficulties
poverty and transience
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Title I, Part A
Improving Basic Educational Programs
2020-2021
$1,748,922.37

•
•
•
•

Certified Teacher Salaries
Classroom Instructional Paraprofessionals
Classroom Supplies and Textbooks
Monies for School Parent Engagement
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Title I-C Migrant Education
The Migrant Education Program provides academic support to identified
students engaged in migrant activities.
This program does not support migrant activities, but supports the
student’s education if time is lost from the classroom.
The program:

•
•

ensures student academic success

•

provides educational opportunities outside of the school day with
activities such as tutoring and summer school

enables students to graduate with a high school diploma (or complete a
GED)
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Title I-C Migrant Education
2020-2021
$2,439,658.85

•
•
•
•
•

Navigator Club afterschool tutoring and enrichment
Classroom Instructional Paraprofessionals
Migrant Summer School (2 weeks in May)
Support Services for Migrant Families
Water Safety Program & Career Exploration Program*
(if student travel is feasible in May)
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Title II, Part A
Supporting Effective Instruction
2020-2021
$312,711

•
•
•

Provides Funding for Staff Professional Development
Professional Development Conferences (virtual)
Salary for Administer Support Personnel
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Title III, - Language Enhancement, and
Academic Achievement
2020-2021
$39,928.45

Purpose of Title III is to help ensure that English learners
(ELs) attain English language proficiency and meet state
academic standards

•

Online Support Program for Identified Students
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Title IV, Part A – Student Support and
Academic Enrichment
2020-2021
$305,666.29

The purpose of the Title IV is to provide all students with access to a wellrounded education, improve school conditions for student learning and to
improve the use of technology in order to improve the academic achievement
and digital literacy of all students

•
•
•

Summer ANSEP (pending travel)
Technology Professional Development and On Site Support
Student Safety

10

5

1/13/21

Title VI Indian Education
2020-2021
$ 713,081

Purpose: to support schools in meeting the unique educational
and culturally related academic needs of American Indian and
Alaska Native students, so that such students can meet the same
challenging state student academic achievement standards

•
•
•

Funding for PreK Teachers
Classroom Instructional Paraprofessionals
Data Specialist
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Title VII - Impact Aid
2020-2021
Purpose: to provided financial assistance to local education
agencies (LEAs) in order to compensate school districts that have
lost property tax revenue due to the presence of tax-exempt
federal property or that have experienced increased expenditures
due to the enrollment of federally connected children, such as
military and Indian students.

•

Funds received by the Impact Aid Program become part of the
school districts general fund budget and are used to support all
district programs and activities
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Johnson O’Malley Program
2020-2021
$205,916

The Johnson-O’Malley (JOM) program is designed to meet the unique
educational needs of Indian and Alaska Native children through the use
of supplemental education programs designed at the local level.
JOM funds are awarded to each of the eleven tribes in the District.
Resolutions were signed by nine of the eleven tribal organizations in the
spring of 2000 authorizing the NWABSD to apply for, receive and
distribute JOM funds for educational purposes.

•
•

Cultural Activities at Schools– sewing, making mittens, preparing
and cooking traditional foods, cultural trips, cultural calendars
PreK – 2nd Literacy
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Questions and Comments?
Your input is valuable and appreciated
Written comments can be submitted to
grants@nwarctic.org
Thank you
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E 6174.1 INDIAN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
The Northwest Arctic Borough School District’s goal under the Indian Policies and Procedures [IPP] is to
ensure that all American Indian children of school age have equal access to all programs, services, and
activities provided by the school district.
The District will establish policies and procedures to ensure that children residing on Indian lands
participate in programs and activities supported by impact aid funds on an equal basis with all other
children. Parents of these children will be provided an opportunity to present their views on these
programs and activities, including the chance to make recommendations on the needs of those children
and how the District may help these children realize the benefits of these programs and activities.
Parents and Indian Tribes will be consulted and involved in the planning and development of these
programs and activities. The relevant applications, evaluations, and program plans will be disseminated
to the parents and the Indian Tribes.
It is the intent of the District to fully comply with all requirements of Title VIII (Impact Aid Program) of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (formerly Public Law 81-874, amended 8/2/02), 34
CFR 222.94, and to that end, the Governing Board has adopted as policy these Indian Policies and
Procedures (IPPs). The IPPs by intent and by School Board action supersedes all previous School Board
action and are intended to bind the Governing Board, administration, and staff of the District.
ATTESTATIONS
The Northwest Arctic Borough School District attests that it has established Indian Policies and
Procedures (IPPs) as required in section 7004 of the Impact Aid law for any children claimed who reside
on eligible Indian lands. The IPPs have been adequately disseminated to the tribes and parents of
children residing on eligible Indian lands. A copy of the current policies and procedures was attached to
the FY22 Impact Aid application.
The Northwest Arctic Borough School District attests that it has provided a copy of written responses to
comments, concerns, and recommendations received from tribal leaders and parents of Indian children
through the Indian policies and procedures consultation process and disseminated these responses to
tribal leaders and parents of Indian children prior to the submission of their FY22` Impact Aid application.

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
The following Indian policies and procedures become effective upon school board approval.
POLICY 1: The Northwest Arctic Borough School District will disseminate relevant applications,
evaluations, program plans, and information related to the District’s education program and activities with
sufficient advance notice to allow tribes and parents of Indian children the opportunity to review and
make recommendations.
Procedure 1:
The District Administrator/designee will, as soon as reasonably possible after such information
becomes available, but no later than one week in advance of any meeting, to Indian parents and
Tribal officials a copy of the following documents:

Impact Aid Fiscal Year 2022 application;
Indian Policy and Procedures and
Evaluation of all educational programs; and
Plans for education programs the District intends to initiate or eliminate.
In addition, information regarding these materials will be included in the District's monthly
newsletter, if appropriate.
Parents of Indian children, tribal officials, and the public will be given notice of all meetings related
to equal participation or the content of the educational program by including information about
meeting times and locations in the questionnaire to be disseminated in the fall. The location, date,
and time of any meeting described above shall be posted in the same manner as a legally posted
School Board meeting.
The District will disseminate information and seek timely input regarding the following programs
on its educational program (including, but not limited to): Title I, Part A, Title I, Part C, Title I, Part
D, Title II, Part A, Title III, Part A, Title IV, Part A, Title IV, Part B, Title V, Part B subpart 2, Title
VI, Part A, subpart 1, Title VII-Impact Aid programs, Johnson O'Malley programming.
The completed applications, evaluations, and program planning will be made available to parents
of Indian children,
Tribal officials and the Indian Education Committee will receive a prepared summary of all
materials, which will be disseminated (per Tribal preferred contact method) one week in advance
of public hearings held in January and April (to afford all interested parties the opportunity to
review the documents with sufficient time to provide thoughtful input at the public meetings.
These hearings will be publicly advertised by radio, advertisement, newsletter, or in writing to
allow all interested parties to attend. In addition, representatives from the District and Indian
Education Committee will schedule meetings with the local tribe to seek input.
Parents of Indian children, tribal officials, the Indian Education Committee, and any other
interested persons can review assessment data to help develop or modify educational programs
and services allowing for the participation of Indian students on an equal basis in the District.
Minutes from the Indian Education meetings will be posted on the District's website for all patrons
and Tribal officials to review. This will allow for the ongoing dissemination of information.
POLICY (2): The Northwest Arctic Borough School District will provide an opportunity for the affected
tribe or tribes and parents of Indian children to provide their views on the District's educational program
and activities, including recommendations on the needs of their children and on how the District may help
those children realize the benefits of the educational programs and activities.
(i) Notify tribes and the parents of Indian children of the opportunity to submit comments and
recommendations, considering the tribe's preference for method of communication, and
(ii) Modify the method of and time for soliciting Indian views, if necessary, to ensure the maximum
participation of tribes and parents of Indian children.
Procedure 2:
In order to allow Indian parents and tribal officials to make commentary concerning (1) the needs
of their children and the ways in which they can assist them in realizing the benefits of the
education programs; (2) the overall operation of the District's education program; and (3) the

degree of parental participation allowed in the same, parents of Indian children and Tribal officials
will receive via preferred method of contact a questionnaire requesting their input and
recommendations in the fall and will thereafter hold an annual Board meeting where such
commentary may be reviewed by Indian parents, Tribal officials, and the School Board.
Indian parents and Tribal officials will be given notice of all meetings by including in the abovereferred questionnaire to be disseminated in the fall semester information as to the location of
legally posted School Board notices. The location, date, and time of any meeting described above
shall be posted in the same manner as a legally posted School Board meeting, and all meetings
are open to the public.
Once the preferred method of communication has been decided, the tribe and parents of Indian
children communication method will be used throughout the consultation process. Any changes to
the method will happen through additional consultation with tribes and parents. The District will, to
the greatest extent possible, take the tribe’s preferred method of communication into
consideration for all correspondence with the tribe and the parents of Indian children.
Tribal communication preferences are as follows:
Tribe
Native Village of Ambler
Primary
Secondary
Native Village of Buckland
Primary
Native Village of Deering
Primary
Native Village of Kiana
Primary
Secondary
Native Village of Kivalina
Primary
Native Village of Kobuk
Primary
Secondary
Native Village of Kotzebue
Primary
Secondary
Native Village of Noatak
Primary
Noorvik Native Community

CONTACT METHOD

MATERIAL DELIVERY

(907) 717-4265

PO Box 47 Ambler AK 99786
tribemanager@ivisaappaat.org

Mona @ 494-2121 After
1pm

cityofbucklandalaska@gmail.com

(907) 363-2138

tribeadmin@ipnatchiaq.org

(907) 475-2109
tribedirector@katyaaq.org
(907) 645-2201

tribeadmin@kivaliniq.org

tribeclerk@laugbik.org
(907) 948-2217

tribeclerk@laugbik.org

Noah
(907) 442-3467

noah.naylor@qira.org
kotzebueira@gmail.com

(907) 485-2173

tribeadmin@nautaaq.org

Primary

(907) 636-2144

Secondary
Native Village of Selawik
Primary
Secondary
Native Village of Shungnak

(907) 484-2165

Primary

(907) 437-2163
437-2304 (Kathy Custer)

Secondary

tribemanager@nuurvik.org or
covid19operations@nuurvik.org
P.O. Box 209, Noorvik, Alaska, 99763
P.O. Box 59 Selawik, AK, 99770
tribeadmin@akuligaq.org

tribeadmin@issingnak.org

If the consultation participation by parents of Indian children and tribes is low, the Northwest
Arctic Borough School District will re-evaluate its consultation process. Specifically, the District
will take the following measures to improve or enhance participation:
·
Consult with parents of Indian children and tribes
·
Change communication method based on consultation
·
Change the time of meetings
The Indian Education Committee (Parent Advisory Committee) of the District will meet in April of
each school year for the purpose of addressing comments and concerns of parents of Indian
children regarding the District's educational programs and activities. The meeting agendas shall
be posted, and all meetings shall be open to the public allowing for tribal officials as well as
parents of Indian children the opportunity to submit comments and recommendations for
consideration.
A school board representative is a non-voting member of the Indian Education Committee (Parent
Advisory Committee). This representation allows for the discussion of the needs of the students
and ideas to be brought forward to both the Indian Education Committee as well as the School
Board.
At each of the regularly scheduled school board meetings, a section of time is set aside for
communications from the public. This is a time to offer comments and suggestions regarding
programming for Indian students. In addition, two public hearings are scheduled in January and
April, which are specifically devoted to addressing questions regarding federal programs. Based
upon suggestions, preferred methods of communication, as well as ways to maximize
participation from tribal officials as well as parents of Indian children will be seriously considered.
Information will be included in student handbooks/enrollment packets regarding opportunities to
provide input to the District.
The District and Indian Education Committee representatives will schedule meetings with the
affected tribe or tribes to discuss ongoing programming goals.
POLICY (3): The Northwest Arctic Borough School District will annually assess the extent to which
Indian children participate on an equal 6174.1 basis with non-Indian children in the District's education
program and activities.
(i) Share relevant information related to Indian children's participation in the District's education program
and activities with tribes and parents of Indian children; and
(ii) Allow tribes and parents of Indian children the opportunity and time to review and comment on
whether Indian children participate on an equal basis with non-Indian children.
Procedure 3:
The District will take the following measures to annually assess the extent to which Indian children
participate on an equal basis with non-Indian children in the District's education program and
activities.
•

The District will monitor and calculate the ratio of Indian student participation in all academic
and co-curricular activities annually based on school district data. Student participation in cocurricular activities is monitored through the District’s Student Information System.

•

•

•

The District will share its assessment of district funding, Indian student participation, related
academic achievements, and other related data with the parents of Indian children and tribal
officials through preferred contact methods, posting at tribal and school offices, and on the
district website. This information will be shared at least one week in advance of any meeting.
Parents of Indian children, tribal officials, and other interested parties may express their views
on participation through direct communication with the school district, at any regular school
board meeting which are held bi-monthly, and during the Indian Education Committee (Parent
Advisory Committee) meetings, which are held in January and April of each school year. All
meetings are open to the public, and official minutes are maintained as part of the public
record.
Annually, the District Administrator (or a designee), administrators, staff members, the Indian
Education Committee (Parent Advisory Committee), Indian parents, and Tribal officials will
hold a meeting to assess the extent of Indian children 's participation in the educational
program. At such meeting, attendees will analyze the school data and Tribal/parental
commentary to determine the extent of equality of Indian children's participation with other
children. This information and any reports will be made available to the parents of Indian
children, tribal officials, and the Indian Education Committee (Parental Advisory Committee)
via preferred method at least one week in advance and will publicly be available on the
District’s website.

If it is determined that there are gaps in Indian participation in the educational program or
activities, the School Board, in consultation with the Indian Education Committee (Parent
Advisory Committee) tribal officials and parents of Indian Children will modify its education
program in such a way as to improve Indian participation.

POLICY (4): The Northwest Arctic Borough School District will modify the IPPs if necessary, based upon
the results of any assessment or input described in this document.
Procedure 4:

The Northwest Arctic Borough School Board will schedule meetings in January and April to
discuss the content of the IPPs, equal participation, and educational program and activities.
Parents of Indian children and tribes will be notified via preferred method, email, and notification
will be posted on the District’s website regarding these meetings and the ability to submit
comments.
The Northwest Arctic Borough School Board, in coordination with Indian Education Committee
(Parent Advisory Committee) will evaluate all recommendations for any changes based on the
result of assessment from all relevant input received and will make a determination of all
recommended revisions.
The revised IPPs will become effective immediately upon adoption by the full School Board. The
School District will disseminate copies of the revised IPPs to the Tribes and parents of Indian
children via preferred method, email, and the revised policy will be publicly available on the
District’s website within 30 days of adoption by the Northwest Arctic Borough School Board.

POLICY (5): The Northwest Arctic Borough School District will respond at least annually in writing to
comments and recommendations made by tribes or parents of Indian children and disseminate the
responses to the tribe and parents of Indian children prior to the submission of the IPPs by the District.
Procedure 5:
The Northwest Arctic Borough School District will annually keep track of and assemble all comments and
suggestions received through the various consultation processes. All received comments will be
collected, stored, and analyzed by the Department of State of Federal Programs with consultation from
other appropriate district leadership.
The Northwest Arctic Borough School District will at least annually respond in writing to comments and
recommendations made by tribes or parents of Indian children, and disseminate all responses per
preferred communication method. Written responses to all parties will be made through official School
Board announcements prior to the submission of the IPPs by the District.
POLICY (6): The Northwest Arctic Borough School District will provide a copy of the IPPs annually to the
affected tribe or tribes.
Procedure 6:
The District will annually provide a copy of the current Indian Policies and Procedures to each
local tribe via the identified preferred contact method (listed above).
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